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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 00885 I117I3Z 
46 

ACTION NEA-06 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-06 ISO-00 COME-00 SAJ-OI L-03 H-03 PPTE-00 

SCA-01 CPR-02 CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 RSC-OI NEAE-00 

PRS-OI DRC-01 (ISO)W 

125927 

R 1II630ZFEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2445 
INFO AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

UNCLAS ATHENS 0885 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, BU 

SUBJECT: DELAY IN GOB APPROVAL OF VISAS 

ELEVEN EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS THIS POST SUBMITTED 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS BULGARIAN EMBASSY BETWEEN EOURTEEN AND 
TWENTY-FIVE DAYS AGO IN ORDER SECURE VISAS FOR ENTERING 
BULGARIA AS PARTICIPANTS COMMERCIAL TOURIST SKI TRIP SCHEDULED 
TO LEAVE ATHENS FEBRUARY 15 FOR SOFIA. IMPRESSION HERE IS 
THAT BULGARIAN EMBASSY AND GOB DELIBERATELY DELAYING VISA 
ISSUANCE, POSSIBLY BECAUSE OF RECENT BULGARIAN TRAWLER 
INCIDENT. BULGARIAN EMBASSY EXPLAINS DELAY MERELY BY CITING 
LACK OF APPROVAL FROM SOFIA. LOCAL SPONSOR OF TOUR, 

AMERICAN TRAVEL, HAS RECENT TELEGRAM FROM ITS AGENT SOFIA 
STATING TOUR IS CLEARED AND WELCOME, AND OTHER US CITIZENS 
HOLDING REGULAR PASSPORTS AND NOT REQUIRING VISAS ARE 
PLANNING TO DEPART WITH TOUR. WOULD APPRECIATE COMMENT 
AND GUIDANCE FROM DEPARTMENT. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOURISM, DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS, VISAS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 FEB 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974ATHENS00885 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ATHENS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740243/aaaabnyn.tel 

Line Count: 49 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 JUN 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <1 1 JUN 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DELAY IN GOB APPROVAL OF VISAS ELEVEN EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS THIS POST SUBMITTED 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, BU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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